






In 1986, the City of Redondo Beach published its first Citywide Historic Resources Survey 

("HRS"). In it the 500 block of Garnet was identified as a possible historic district. HRS, 

page 40. In 1989, the Council adopted its Preservation Ordinance (No. 2554), which 

established the Preservation Commission. One of the first efforts in late 1989 and early 

1990 was to vote on creating the Garnet Street Historic Distrct, composed of ten homes in 

the 500 block of Garnet Street. Unfortunately, while the Commission determined that the 

500 block would qualify as a historic district, there was insufficient interest at that time by 

owners of the homes in becoming an historic district to comply with the provisions of the 

Preservation Ordinance. 

Since 1990 there have been other efforts to form a historic district on Garnet Street. 

Meanwhile, owners on Garnet Street started applying for landmark status under the 

ordinance, entered in to Mills Act contracts with the City, and received the property tax 

benefits associated with the contracts. The following properties on Garnet Street are now 

Historical Landmarks: 51 O (5/4/94); 513 (3/1 /95); 509 (10/4/95); 512 (2/7/96); 511 (4/4/01 ); 

505 (10/04); 501 (11/7/12); 528 (3/1/17); 516 (6/7/23); and 517 (10/4/23). Each property 

was built in 1920 or before, with the oldest (517) being built in 1907. 

"A district possesses a significant concentration, linkage, or continuity of sites, buildings, 

structures or objects united historically or aesthetically by plan or physical development." 

National Register Bulletin (1997). 

Under Ordinance section 10-4.304, "In order to be eligible for consideration as an historic 

district , at least 75% of the buildings in the proposed district (excluding accessory 

buildings) must be at least 50 years old or otherwise meet the requirement of Section 10-

4.302. In addition, no more than 25% of the buildings in the proposed district (excluding 

accessory buildings) may be noncontributing ... " 

Of those Garnet Street properties, the six landmark properties on the north side of the 

block identified for this historic district are all contiguous, making "non-contributing" 

property issues a non-issue. They are all more than 50 years old (all over 100 years old). 

They are in a definable geographical area and have a shared property relationship. They are 

all Local Landmarks, namely historically significant, as approved by the Redondo Beach 

Preservation Commission. They are all under current Mills Act contracts with the City of 

Redondo Beach. 

The Craftsman style building at 501 Garnet was built in 1919 and designated a historic 

landmark (No. 92) in 2012. It is called the "Brett House". 

The Craftsman style building at 505 Garnet was built in 1920 and designated a historic 

landmark in 2004. It is called the "McFadden House". 
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The California bungalow style (with Craftsman elements) building at 509 Garnet was built 

in 1913 and designated a historic landmark in 1995. It is called the "Cholvin House". 

The Craftsman style building at 511 Garnet was built in 1913 and designated a historic 

landmark in 2001. It is called the "Wolfsberg House". 

The Craftsman style building at 513 Garnet was built in 1912 and designated a historic 

landmark in 1995. It is called the "Martin House". 

The California bungalow style (with Craftsman elements) building at 517 Garnet was built 

in 1907 and designated a historic landmark in 2023. It is called the "Essmiller & Mayotte 

House". 

Designating the northern side of the 500 block an Historic District preserves the continuity 

of the historic significance of the area, as demonstrated by the contiguous neighbor to 

neighbor landmark designations. Under Ordinance section 10-4.303 requires written 

consent of the owners to be included in the historic district. These six owners, by 

continuously participating in the Mills Act program, have impliedly consented to be in the 

District. However, they have also expressly consented to be included. 

Creating this District also resolves an idea in the making since 1986. Lastly, given the 

additional four historic landmark homes on the block and four others listed on the 

Historical Resources Survey, there is an opportunity to expand the District to ultimately 

include these homes, should the owners of these properties request to be part of the 

District. 
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