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H.13., File # 24-0417 Meeting Date: 3/19/2024

To: MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL

From: GREG KAPOVICH, WATERFRONT & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT DIRECTOR

TITLE
APPROVE LETTERS TO THE UNITED STATES SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
EXPRESSING THE CITY’S SUPPORT FOR THE MARINE MAMMAL CARE CENTER’S REQUEST
FOR FEDERAL “COMMUNITY PROGRAM” GRANT FUNDING

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
Marine Mammal Care Center (MMCC) is a non-profit hospital for marine animals that are stranded
along the Southern California coastline due to illness, injury, or malnutrition. MMCC has provided life
-saving care for marine animals in need since 2002, with the goal of rehabilitating and releasing them
back to their ocean home. The organization is the only year-round marine animal hospital in Los
Angeles County. MMCC admits an average of over 350 patients per year and regularly visits
Redondo Beach to assist with local seal injuries in the Harbor and along the beach. MMCC is
currently seeking additional Federal funding to help ensure they have the resources needed to
continue their important work. MMCC has requested the City of Redondo Beach submit letters to
area House and Senate representatives supporting their federal funding request.

This agenda item provides the City Council an opportunity to approve letters of support to the United
States Senate and House of Representatives for MMCC’s Community Program Grant Funding
request. If supported, staff will send the letters to the Honorable Ted Lieu, of the U.S. House of
Representatives, Honorable Nanette Barragan, of the U.S. House of Representatives, Honorable
Laphonza Butler, of the U.S. Senate, and Honorable Alex Padilla, of the U.S. Senate.

FISCAL IMPACT
MMCC requires funding from a number of entities to successfully operate. The requested Federal
grant monies would supplement MMCC’s budget and reduce the need for other State and local
contributions.

APPROVED BY:
Mike Witzansky, City Manager

ATTACHMENTS
· Letters - Draft Letters of Support to the United States Senate and House of Representatives
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