CITY OF REDONDO BEACH
YOUTH COMMISSION AGENDA
Thursday, April 2, 2026

415 DIAMOND STREET, REDONDO BEACH

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBER

REGULAR MEETING OF THE YOUTH COMMISSION - 6:30PM

ALL PUBLIC MEETINGS HAVE RESUMED IN THE CITY COUNCIL
CHAMBER. MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC MAY PARTICIPATE IN-PERSON,
BY ZOOM, EMAIL OR eCOMMENT.

Youth Commission meetings are broadcast live through Spectrum Cable, Channel 8, and
Frontier Communications, Channel 41. Live streams and indexed archives of meetings are
available via internet. Visit the City’s office website at www.Redondo.org/rbtv.

TO WATCH MEETING LIVE ON CITY'S WEBSITE:
https://redondo.legistar.com/Calendar.aspx
*Click "In Progress" hyperlink under Video section of meeting

TO WATCH MEETING LIVE ON YOUTUBE:
https://www.youtube.com/c/CityofRedondoBeachIT

TO JOIN ZOOM MEETING (FOR PUBLIC COMMENT ONLY):

Register in advance for this meeting:
https://redondo.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_SbMNXItYTQCJSoruHWbC_ A

After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the
meeting.

If you are participating by phone, be sure to provide your phone # when registering. You will
be provided a Toll Free number and a Meeting ID to access the meeting. Note; press # to
bypass Participant ID. Attendees will be muted until the public participation period is opened.
When you are called on to speak, press *6 to unmute your line. Note, comments from the
public are limited to 3 minutes per speaker.

eCOMMENT: COMMENTS MAY BE ENTERED DIRECTLY ON WEBSITE AGENDA PAGE:
https://redondo.granicusideas.com/meetings

1) Public comments can be entered before and during the meeting.

2) Select a SPECIFIC AGENDA ITEM to enter your comment;

3) Public will be prompted to Sign-Up to create a free personal account (one-time) and then
comments may be added to each Agenda item of interest.

4) Public comments entered into eComment (up to 2200 characters; equal to approximately 3
minutes of oral comments) will become part of the official meeting record.

EMAIL: TO PARTICIPATE BY WRITTEN COMMUNICATION WITH ATTACHED
DOCUMENTS BEFORE 3PM DAY OF MEETING:
Written materials that include attachments pertaining to matters listed on the posted agenda
received after the agenda has been published will be added as supplemental materials under
the relevant agenda item. Kelly.Orta@redondo.org



REGULAR MEETING OF THE YOUTH COMMISSION - 6:30PM
CALL MEETING TO ORDER
ROLL CALL
SALUTE TO THE FLAG

oo wp

APPROVE ORDER OF AGENDA
E. BLUE FOLDER ITEMS - ADDITIONAL BACK UP MATERIALS

Blue folder items are additional back up material to administrative reports and/or public comments received after
the printing and distribution of the agenda packet for receive and file.

E.1. BLUE FOLDERITEMS
CONTACT: KELLY ORTA, DEPUTY COMMUNITY SERVICES DIRECTOR

F. CONSENT CALENDAR

Business items, except those formally noticed for public hearing, or discussion are assigned to the Consent
Calendar. The Commission Members may request that any Consent Calendar item(s) be removed, discussed,
and acted upon separately. Items removed from the Consent Calendar will be taken up under the “Excluded
Consent Calendar” section below. Those items remaining on the Consent Calendar will be approved in one
motion following Oral Communications.

F.1. AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING
CONTACT: KELLY ORTA, DEPUTY COMMUNITY SERVICES DIRECTOR

F.2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: MARCH 5, 2026
CONTACT: KELLY ORTA, DEPUTY COMMUNITY SERVICES DIRECTOR

G. EXCLUDED CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS
H. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS

This section is intended to provide members of the public with the opportunity to comment on any subject that
does not appear on this agenda for action. This section is limited to 30 minutes. Each speaker will be afforded
three minutes to address the Commission. Each speaker will be permitted to speak only once. Written requests, if
any, will be considered first under this section.

H.1. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS
CONTACT: KELLY ORTA, DEPUTY COMMUNITY SERVICES DIRECTOR

l. ITEMS CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS AGENDAS
J. ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION PRIOR TO ACTION
J.1. RECEIVE AND FILE UPDATES FROM SUBCOMMITTEES

DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION REGARDING THE DISSOLUTION OF THE
STRATEGIC PLAN SUBCOMMITTEE

CONTACT: KELLY ORTA, DEPUTY COMMUNITY SERVICES DIRECTOR



https://redondo.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=13103
https://redondo.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=13104
https://redondo.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=13105
https://redondo.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=13106
https://redondo.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=13102

J.2. STAFF LIAISON REPORT
CONTACT: KELLY ORTA, DEPUTY COMMUNITY SERVICES DIRECTOR

K. COMMISSION MEMBER ITEMS AND FUTURE COMMISSION AGENDA TOPICS
L. ADJOURNMENT

The next meeting of the Redondo Beach Youth Commission will be a reqgular meeting to be held at 6:30 p.m. on
May 7, 2026, in the Redondo Beach Council Chambers, at 415 Diamond Street, Redondo Beach, California.

It is the intention of the City of Redondo Beach to comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) in all
respects. If, as an attendee or a participant at this meeting you will need special assistance beyond what is
normally provided, the City will attempt to accommodate you in every reasonable manner. Please contact the City
Clerk's Office at (310) 318-0656 at least forty-eight (48) hours prior to the meeting to inform us of your particular
needs and to determine if accommodation is feasible. Please advise us at that time if you will need
accommodations to attend or participate in meetings on a regular basis.

An agenda packet is available 24 hours at www.redondo.org under the City Clerk.


https://redondo.legistar.com/gateway.aspx?m=l&id=/matter.aspx?key=13107

Administrative
Report

E.1., File # YC26-0407 Meeting Date: 4/2/2026

To: YOUTH COMMISSION
From: KELLY ORTA, DEPUTY COMMUNITY SERVICES DIRECTOR
TITLE

BLUE FOLDER ITEMS
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Administrative
Report

F.1., File # YC26-0408 Meeting Date: 4/2/2026
To: YOUTH COMMISSION

From: KELLY ORTA, DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY SERVICES

TITLE

AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING
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Community Services Department

REDONDO 1922 Artesia Boulevard Tel: 310.318.0610
— BEACH Redondo Beach, CA 90278 Redondo.org
STATE OF CALIFORNIA )
COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES ) SS
CITY OF REDONDO BEACH )

AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING

In compliance with the Brown Act, the following materials have been posted at the locations

indicated below:

Legislative Body: Youth Commission
Posting Type: Regular Meeting Agenda
Posting Locations: 415 Diamond Street, Redondo Beach, CA 90277

v/ City Hall Bulletin Board, Door “4”

Meeting Date & Time: Thursday, April 2, 2026 at 6:30pm

As Community Services Director of the City of Redondo Beach, | declare, under penalty of

perjury, the document noted above was posted at the date displayed below.

Elizabeth Hause, Community Services Director

Date: March 26, 2026
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Report

F.2., File # YC26-0409 Meeting Date: 4/2/2026
TO: YOUTH COMMISSION

FROM: KELLY ORTA, DEPUTY COMMUNITY SERVICES DIRECTOR

TITLE

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: MARCH 5, 2026

Page 1 of 1



Minutes

City of Redondo Beach — Regular Meeting
Youth Commission

March 5, 2026

REGULAR MEETING OF THE YOUTH COMMISSION - 6:30 PM

A. CALL TO ORDER

A Regular Meeting of the Redondo Beach Youth Commission was called to order at 6:31

p.m. by Chairperson Reeds, in the City Hall Council Chambers, 415 Diamond Street,

Redondo Beach, California.

B. ROLL CALL

Commissioners Present: Campisi, Cho, Edwards, Garcia, Huynh, Lwin, Mow, Ozkan,
Sorgen, Taghvaei, Weiss, Vice Chairperson Ramcharan, and
Chairperson Reeds

Commissioners Absent:  Chabot, Hwang

Officials Present: Kelly Orta, Deputy Community Services Director
Stephanie Meyer, Finance Director
Michelle Pinedo, Recreation, Youth, Senior and Family Services
Manager

C. SALUTE TO THE FLAG

Chairperson Reeds led in the Salute to the Flag.

D. APPROVAL OF ORDER OF AGENDA

Motion by Commissioner Campisi, seconded by Commissioner Edwards, and approved by
voice vote, the order of the agenda, as presented.

The motion carried, 13-0-2. Commissioners Chabot and Hwang were absent.
E. BLUE FOLDER ITEMS - ADDITIONAL BACK UP MATERIALS
E.1. BLUE FOLDER ITEMS - None
CONTACT: KELLY ORTA, DEPUTY COMMUNITY SERVICES DIRECTOR
F. CONSENT CALENDAR

F.1. APPROVAL OF MINUTES: FEBRUARY 5, 2026

MINUTES — YOUTH COMMISSION
Thursday, March 5, 2026
Page 1/5



CONTACT: KELLY ORTA, DEPUTY COMMUNITY SERVICES DIRECTOR
F.2. AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING

CONTACT: KELLY ORTA, DEPUTY COMMUNITY SERVICES DIRECTOR
There were no public comments on the Consent Calendar.

Motion by Commissioner Campisi, seconded by Commissioner Garcia, and approved by
voice vote, the Consent Calendar, as presented.

The motion carried, 13-0-2. Commissioners Chabot and Hwang were absent.
G. EXCLUDED CONSENT CALENDAR ITEMS - None
H. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS
H.1. PUBLIC PARTICIPATION ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS - None
CONTACT: KELLY ORTA, DEPUTY COMMUNITY SERVICES DIRECTOR
Rick McQuillen, Manhattan Beach, spoke about engaging with students on tech careers,
software development and Al impacts on business and life. He reported visiting Redondo
Union High School’s Entrepreneurship Club to speak and talked about one of his projects, a
C-Artesia Application using Al. He encouraged commissioners to engage with him on any of
the subjects listed above.
There were no other public comments.
. ITEMS CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS AGENDAS - None
J. ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION PRIOR TO ACTION
J.1. RECEIVE AND FILE PRESENTATION FROM THE FINANCIAL SERVICES
DEPARTMENT REGARDING THE CITY’S FINANCIAL PROCESSES AND
UPCOMING BUDGET DISCUSSIONS
CONTACT: KELLY ORTA, DEPUTY COMMUNITY SERVICES DIRECTOR

Deputy Community Services Director Orta introduced the item and deferred to Finance
Director Stephanie Meyer for a presentation.

Finance Director Meyer narrated a PowerPoint presentation with details of the City’s Financial
Services Department, the City’s financial processes, and upcoming budget discussions.

Discussion followed regarding budget recommendations/actions that could be considered by
the Youth Commission, opportunities for the Commission to express its priorities, City
Council’'s reevaluation of the budget throughout the year including input from the

MINUTES — YOUTH COMMISSION
Thursday, March 5, 2026
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Commission, actions requiring formal vote, the City’s annual revenue for its investment
returns, and the City’s restrictive investment policy.

There were no public comments on this item.

Motion by Commissioner Campisi, seconded by Commissioner Huynh, and approved by
voice vote, to receive and file the presentation.

The motion carried, 13-0-2. Commissioners Chabot and Hwang were absent.

J.2. DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION REGARDING INPUT AND SUGGESTIONS
FOR THE CITY COUNCIL’S CONSIDERATION DURING THE UPCOMING
STRATEGIC PLANNING SESSION

CONTACT: KELLY ORTA, DEPUTY COMMUNITY SERVICES DIRECTOR

Deputy Community Services Director Orta presented a brief introduction to the item and
turned it over to the Youth Commission for discussion.

Discussion followed regarding focusing on public art and beautification of public areas;
presenting City Council with recommendations for items to consider within the strategic plan
addressing eBikes and eBike safety; creating a special events group to focus on the
upcoming Olympics including creation of memorabilia with the Youth Commission’s
involvement; indicating the Youth Commission’s support of mental health; and encouraging
Council to focus on pier improvements including a youth café.

Chairperson Reeds invited public comments.

Chloe Choy requested explanation of the discussion and Deputy Director Services Director
Orta reported this is part of the strategic plan process where City Council will receive input
from the various Commission regarding projects to consider in the City’s upcoming strategic
plan. She added that the plan is created by City Council with input from Commissions and
the residents.

Selicino Pache suggested adding public artwork of local animals, murals and incorporating
native species landscaping.

Deputy Director Services Director Orta explained the Commission could direct the
Chairperson to work with staff to write a letter or the Commission could draft a motion to
forward to City Council, directly.

There were no other public comments and public comments were closed.

Discussion followed regarding listing the recommendations to Council in a letter, supporting
Goals 1.3 and 2.2, incorporating the upcoming Olympics in events and marketing materials,
and encouraging more students to attend meetings in the future to provide their input and
clarifying plans to expand the pallet shelter. Additional discussion followed regarding creating
a subcommittee to draft the letter and having it ready to go to Council by March 23rd.

MINUTES — YOUTH COMMISSION
Thursday, March 5, 2026
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Motion by Chairperson Reeds, seconded by Commissioner Ozkan, and approved by voice
vote, to create a subcommittee to draft a letter of recommendation to City Council of items to
consider placing on the City’s strategic plan.

The motion carried, 13-0-2. Commissioners Chabot and Hwang were absent.
Motion by Chair Reeds, seconded by Commissioner Mow, and approved by voice vote, to
appoint the following Commissioners to the subcommittee: Chairperson Reeds, Vice
Chairperson Ramcharan, and Commissioners Lwin, Mow, Ozkan, Huynh, and Weiss.
The motion carried, 13-0-2. Commissioners Chabot and Hwang were absent.
Motion by Chair Reeds, seconded by Commissioner Campisi, and approved by voice vote,
that the letter of recommendations to Council include the topics of eBikes and eBike safety,
adding public art and merchants to the Pier that would attract a younger audience, and
supporting Goals 1.3 and 2.2 with consideration of involving local youth.
The motion carried, 13-0-2. Commissioners Chabot and Hwang were absent.
J.3. COMMISSION SUBCOMMITTEE AND APPOINTMENTS UPDATE

CONTACT: KELLY ORTA, DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY SERVICES

Commissioner Garcia asked about the possibility of installing vending machines or having
food vendors at the Teen Center.

Discussion followed regarding coordinating subcommittee meetings and discussing them
during this section of the agenda in future meetings.

There were no public comments on this item.
J.4. STAFF LIAISON REPORT
CONTACT: KELLY ORTA, DEPUTY COMMUNITY SERVICES DIRECTOR
Deputy Community Services Director Orta announced a Social Media Club at the Teen
Center and talked about collaborating with the Communications Subcommittee and spoke

about Teen Tutoring at the Teen Center.

Discussion followed regarding getting Teen Center attendance information and
demographics.

K. COMMISSION MEMBER ITEMS AND FUTURE COMMISSION AGENDA TOPICS -
None

L. ADJOURNMENT - 7:29 p.m.

MINUTES — YOUTH COMMISSION
Thursday, March 5, 2026
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There being no further business to come before the Youth Commission, motion by
Commissioner Campisi, seconded by Commissioner Mow, to adjourn the meeting at 7:29
p.m. to a Regular meeting to be held at 6:30 p.m. on Thursday, April 2, 2026, in the Redondo
Beach City Hall Council Chambers, 415 N. Pacific Coast Hwy. Redondo Beach, California.

The motion carried, 13-0-2. Commissioners Chabot and Hwang were absent.

All written comments submitted via eComment are included in the record and available for
public review on the City website.

Respectfully submitted:

Elizabeth Hause
Community Services Director

MINUTES — YOUTH COMMISSION
Thursday, March 5, 2026
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H.1., File # YC26-0410 Meeting Date: 4/2/2026

To: YOUTH COMMISSION
From: KELLY ORTA, DEPUTY COMMUNITY SERVICES DIRECTOR
TITLE
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Administrative
Report

J.1., File # YC26-0406 Meeting Date: 4/2/2026
TO: YOUTH COMMISSION

FROM: KELLY ORTA, DEPUTY COMMUNITY SERVICES DIRECTOR

TITLE

RECEIVE AND FILE UPDATES FROM SUBCOMMITTEES

DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ACTION REGARDING THE DISSOLUTION OF THE STRATEGIC
PLAN SUBCOMMITTEE

BACKGROUND
The Youth Commission (Commission) has a number of active subcommittees that are individually
tasked with specific projects that align with the goals of the Commission.

As part of the Commission’s ongoing review of the work assigned to its subcommittees and
appointed roles, a current subcommittee member may briefly describe any projects currently in
process. The discussion will provide an opportunity to inform the Commission of the current progress
of each project; allow commissioners to express their interests, goals, and desires to be involved in
subcommittees that have a vacancy; propose new subcommittees for consideration a future meeting;
or modify the number of approved subcommittees.

A maximum of seven commissioners may serve on a single subcommittee. There are no limitations
to the number of subcommittees a commissioner may serve. Included below are the Commission’s
active subcommittees:

Communications & Social Media Subcommittee

Commissioners: Mow, Edwards, Lwin, Ozkan, Taghvaei, Campisi, and Chairperson Reeds
Determine a manageable strategy for ensuring ongoing and regular social media posts, which
consideration of utilizing multiple platforms to increase outreach efforts. Consider creative
ways to promote the work of the Youth Commission, events, activities, and updates to the
City’s website to be more teen-focused, where appropriate.

Teen Center & Events Subcommittee

Commissioners: Cho, Huynh, Chabot, Ozkan, Garcia, and Vice Chairperson Ramcharan
Provide ongoing support for teen programs, services, and events, held throughout the City,
with special consideration for small business activations, teen entrepreneur events, potential
fundraiser(s) for the Teen Center, and teen-focused activations on the Pier. Work with staff to
determine whether teen artwork can be displayed at the Teen Center.

Strateqic Plan Subcommittee

Page 1 of 2
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J.1., File # YC26-0406 Meeting Date: 4/2/2026

Commissioners: Mow, Weiss, Lwin, Ozkan, Huynh, Vice Chairperson Ramcharan, and
Chairperson Reeds

Draft and provide a letter for the City Council’'s consideration during its upcoming strategic
planning session outlining the Youth Commission’s desires for revitalization of the Pier,
including public art and merchants that could attract younger audiences; E-bike safety; support
for the creation of memorabilia for the upcoming World Cup and Olympic games, including
Youth Commission assistance; and continued support for mental health services.

Included as an attachment is the letter that was drafted by the Strategic Plan Subcommittee, which
included items discussed by the Commission at its March 5, 2026 meeting. This letter was sent to
the City Manager’s office for inclusion in the agenda packet for the City Council’s strategic planning
session, scheduled for Tuesday, March 31, 2026 beginning at 2pm in the second floor of the Main

Library.

Staff recommends the Commission receive and file updates from active subcommittees and dissolve
the Strategic Plan Subcommittee, which has completed its assignment.

Subcommittee items requiring formal action or consideration of the Commission must be agendized
for a future discussion.

ATTACHMENTS
Strategic Plan Subcommittee Letter to the City Council, March 23, 2026

Page 2 of 2
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March 23, 2025
To the Mayor and City Council of Redondo Beach,

Introduction

Thank you for providing space for youth input on the city’s strategic plan for the upcoming year.
The Youth Commission would like to see a revitalization of the waterfront, increased E-bike
safety and awareness efforts, promotion of the 2028 Olympics and World cup, and continued
commitment to mental health efforts in Redondo Beach.

Revitalization of the Waterfront

Public, non-privately owned waterfront spaces (often called "blue spaces") are vital for children
and teenagers because they promote mental and physical health, foster social equity, and
facilitate educational opportunities, according to the California Coastal Commission. Unlike
private developments that restrict access, public waterfronts act as "democratic commons" that
bring people together, reducing social disparities and improving quality of life for all, regardless
of economic status.

The Youth Commission urges the City Council to invest in these spaces despite the pressure to
privatize waterfront areas for ventures like Beach Life concerts or private clubs. The community
will benefit more from local parks near the water, cafes and restaurants, or public art projects.
Areas near Ruby’s and Captain Kidd's remain a parking lot, but productive urban design could
utilize the ocean view and turn it into a blue space. These blue spaces lower stress, improve
mood, and enhance psychological well-being, often more effectively than green spaces. Public
waterfronts ensure that children from all socioeconomic backgrounds can enjoy the water, rather
than having it reserved for private owners. For teens, public spaces act as a "third space" outside
of home, school, or work where they can build social cohesion and feel a sense of belonging.
Accessible waterfronts encourage active recreation, including swimming, walking, and paddling,
which fights obesity and fosters better physical health.

Additionally, local artists can showcase their art near the water, as they have attempted to do on
the Redondo Pier. Public art enriches communities by fostering cultural identity, enhancing
public spaces, and stimulating local economies. It increases community pride and cohesion while
ensuring access to art outside of galleries, turning ordinary streetscapes into vibrant, engaging,
and memorable places for everyone. Turning deserted spaces into beautiful beachfront art, open
to the public, will make the city better for teens and adults alike. The Youth Commission
strongly suggests the Council takes into account the impacts of blue spaces and community art
projects — which give our city life and purpose.

16



E-bike Safety & Awareness

According to Cornell University, e-bikes have a projected sale of over 2 million units by 2028, a
large majority of which are of users who use E-bikes as they commute from home to work or
school. While these vehicles offer convenient transport and lower carbon footprint, a study at
Harvard University found that e-bike injuries have more than doubled each year, going from 751
in 2017, to 23,493 in 2022, proving how safety is of vital importance. In 2023, the Beach Cities
Health District (BCHD) conducted a survey to compare the amount of traditional pedal bikes to
electric bicycles. The high schools of Mira Costa and Redondo Union had 75-88% of the
bicycles were ebikes, showing the growing need for bicycle support regulations for safety,
especially of students, in the South Bay and Redondo Beach.

Keeping the safety of students and residents alike in mind, the Youth Commission strongly
supports the idea of expanding the funding and support of the introduction of safer bike
pathways in Redondo Beach. This is especially pertaining to routes that students take to school,
particularly Redondo Union High School. We would also smile highly upon a reconsideration of
Redondo’s part in the South Bay Bicycle Master Plan. An additional proposal is the continued
and increased promotion of E-bike safety, awareness, and information, especially pertaining to
documentation of E-bike serial numbers, emphasized by our Police Department.

The Youth Commission would like to establish this as an especially pressing matter, devoting
multiple meetings this year to information surrounding E-bikes in Redondo Beach and at
Redondo Union High School.

LA28 Olympics & World Cup

The Youth Commission strongly supports the continuation of Goal 1.3 and asks that the City
Council consider giving the Youth Commission an active role in how Redondo Beach engages
with the 2028 LA Olympics and World Cup. With these historic global events on the horizon, we
see a real opportunity for our city to celebrate what makes it special, shine a spotlight on local
businesses, and bring the community together in a meaningful way.

With that in mind, the Youth Commission is proposing a community centered initiative focused
on local memorabilia and community events that reflect the spirit and identity of Redondo
Beach. We recommend that the City either establish a new committee or designate an existing
one to oversee this effort. Our vision includes engaging residents directly in the creative process,
generating excitement around The Games, and partnering with local businesses to promote a
positive economic impact throughout the city. We also hope to explore collaboration with
neighboring Beach Cities to expand the reach of these efforts. The Youth Commission believes
that with the right support, Redondo Beach can create something that truly represents our
community on a global stage and leaves a lasting impression on residents and visitors alike.
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Mental Health Services

The Youth Commission strongly supports Goal 2.2, which outlines the city’s continued
commitment to mental health access across city limits. The strategic goal specifically resonates
with the Youth Commission's continued desire to improve upon teenagers' feeling of belonging.
Over the past two years this commission has been proud to call the City Council a partner in
opening and maintaining “3rd spaces” for teens, which encourage community specifically for
teenagers and kids alike. Through our partnership we have seen growth specifically at our teen
center, which has become a cornerstone in the youth community.

Beyond “third spaces” our city has made historic investments in “one stop shop” mental health
organizations like Allcove, which provide a space and a place for our community to have mental
health access. However, 3rd spaces are simply one part of the solution towards the adoption of a
broader and more connected youth community. For those deep in isolation, and for those
struggling with mental health issues, especially given the digital age, our city and its services
need to be there for them. In 2023, the Centers for Disease Control found that 40% of high
schoolers surveyed felt a feeling of sadness or hopelessness in the past year, and 20% of
respondents reported seriously considering committing suicide in the past year. While national
data illustrates these trends, the issue of mental health transcends down to local communities
including our own. According to the LA County Outpatient Center, every 1 in 3 youths face
mental health challenges. By targeting this issue at the local level as the goal outlines with a
mental health officer and partnership with surrounding cities, we believe these challenges can
continue to be addressed and managed.

What the city has done, by opening Allcove and being a partner with the youth of this city, has
been transformational in creating spaces that we can rely on and depend on. We are proud to be
in a city that prioritizes the mental health goals of all, and we are confident that with the
completion of Goal 2.2, the city can continue to be a leader in the mental health space.

Conclusion

Thank you for considering youth perspective on the city’s Strategic Plan, and we hope that you
again consider our proposals surrounding the Pier, E-bike services, LA28 and World Cup
promotion, and city-wide mental health services.

Sincerely,

The Redondo Beach Youth Commission
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Administrative
Report

J.2., File # YC26-0411 Meeting Date: 4/2/2026
To: YOUTH COMMISSION

From: KELLY ORTA, DEPUTY COMMUNITY SERVICES DIRECTOR

TITLE

STAFF LIAISON REPORT

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY
A verbal update on miscellaneous items will be provided at the meeting.

Page 1 of 1
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