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We are a confederation of 24 
independent special districts, 
providing wastewater and solid 

waste services.
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24 special districts with one staff

SERVICE AREA

78 cities & unincorporated county 
824 square miles 

INFRASTRUCTURE

1,400 miles of sewers
 11 wastewater treatment plants

Ocean outfall system

We collect and treat sewage 
from 5.6 million people

We serve 5.6 million people.
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Our 11 plants treat about 400 mgd.



What is Wastewater?



How does sewage get to a treatment plant? 

TO TREATMENT 

PLANT



We maintain 1,400 miles of trunk sewers.



Sewage enters the plant about 30 ft. below ground. 



Primary treatment is sedimentation.



Secondary treatment is a biological process.



Aeration is the key to secondary treatment.



Microorganisms are grown in the aerated tanks. 



The microorganisms are then settled out. 



Secondary effluent is skimmed off with weirs.



Tertiary treatment is filtration and disinfection.



Here’s a close-up of a filter. 



Filters have three components.

Anthracite Coal

Sand & Gravel



Clean water is produced in 10 to 12 hours.



Cleaned water is used for groundwater recharge.





The recycled water augments local water supply.

950+ 

reuse sites

1 trillion gallons
recycled since 1962

Agriculture Industry Landscaping Groundwater Environmental



Joint Outfall 

System

Wasted solids are all treated at JWPCP.



Solid Waste Facilities



Operating Landfills

Scholl Canyon Landfill

Calabasas Landfill



Materials Recovery & Transfer Stations

Puente Hills Materials Recovery Facility

South Gate Transfer Station



Puente Hills Materials Recovery Facility (PHMRF)



PHMRF Recycling Sort Line



PHMRF Food Waste Processing



9

Food waste that is disposed of 

in landfills can release  

methane to the environment.



Food Waste
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2

Mandates



Food Waste Process



24 Digesters
Kept at 96 oF for 15-16 Days

Food waste and wastewater solids are digested.



Steam generators are used to generate power.



Most of biosolids is composted with ag waste.





For more information:
Maria Rosales
mrosales@lacsd.org or
(562) 908-4288, ext. 2311

mailto:mrosales@lacsd.org
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