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AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY JULY 13, 2023
AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY MAY 15, 2023
AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY MARCH 09, 2023

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE— 2023-2024 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL NO. 530

Introduced by Assembly Member Boerner

February 08, 2023

An act to amend Section—t+i-of-the-County-Water-Authority-Act(Chapter 545-of the-Statutesof 1943); 21213 of the Vehicle Code, relating to-water:
vehicles.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL'S DIGEST

AB 530, as amended, Boerner. County-Water-Authority-Act—exclusion-of-territery—precedure—Vehicles: electric bicycles.

Existing law defines an electric bicycle and classifies electric bicycles into 3 classes with different restrictions. Under existing law, an
electric bicycle is a bicycle and rules pertaining to the operation of bicycles apply to electric bicycles. Existing law prohibits a person
under 16 years of age from operating a class 3 electric bicycle. A violation of the Vehicle Code is a crime.

This bill would prohibit a person under 12 years of age from operating an electric bicycle of any class. The bill would state the intent of
the Legislature to create an e-bike license program with an online written test and a state-issued photo identification for those persons
without a valid driver’s license, prohibit persons under 12 years of age from riding e-bikes, and create a stakeholders working group
composed of the Department of Motor Vehicles, the Department of the California Highway Patrol, the Transportation Agency, bicycle
groups, policy and fiscal staff, and other relevant stakeholders to work on recommendations to establish an e-bike training program
and license. Because the bill would prohibit certain persons from riding electric bicycles, the violation of which would be a crime, the
bill would impose a state-mandated local program.

The California Constitution requires the state to reimburse local agencies and school districts for certain costs mandated by the state.
Statutory provisions establish procedures for making that reimbursement.

This bill would provide that no reimbursement is required by this act for a specified reason.
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Vote: majority Appropriation: no Fiscal Committee: reyes Local Program: reyes

Bill Text
THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. It is the intent of the Legislature to enact legislation to create an e-bike license program with an online written test
and a state-issued photo identification for those persons without a valid driver’s license, prohibit persons under 12 years of age from
riding e-bikes, and create a stakeholders working group composed of the Department of Motor Vehicles, the Department of the
California Highway Patrol, the Transportation Agency, bicycle groups, policy and fiscal staff, and other relevant stakeholders to work on
recommendations to establish an e-bike training program and license.

SEC. 2. Section 21213 of the Vehicle Code is amended to read:

21213. (a) A person under 16 years of age shall not operate a class 3 electric bicycle.

(b) A person shall not operate a class 3 electric bicycle, or ride upon a class 3 electric bicycle as a passenger, upon a street, bikeway,
as defined in Section 890.4 of the Streets and Highways Code, or any other public bicycle path or trail, unless that person is wearing a
properly fitted and fastened bicycle helmet that meets the standards of either the American Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM) or
the United States Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), or standards subsequently established by those entities. This helmet
requirement also applies to a person who rides upon a class 3 electric bicycle while in a restraining seat that is attached to the bicycle
or in a trailer towed by the bicycle.

(c) A person under 12 years of age shall not operate an electric bicycle of any class.

SEC. 3. No reimbursement is required by this act pursuant to Section 6 of Article XIIIB of the California Constitution because the
only costs that may be incurred by a local agency or school district will be incurred because this act creates a new crime or infraction,
eliminates a crime or infraction, or changes the penalty for a crime or infraction, within the meaning of Section 17556 of the
Government Code, or changes the definition of a crime within the meaning of Section 6 of Article XIII B of the California Constitution.
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