Resident Spotlight
Kimi Ito

Kirs 110 has boen o Redondo Seoch resdant lor 75 yeors. Thvoughou >
the Redondo Beach communily. Her parents emigrated from Japan in 1902 §0 HOWOR, hen
oventually 10 Lot Angeies. Iirmi wos bom in 1915 on New Year's Day in Los Angeles. Her lomily moved
Beoch in 1918 becouse the beoch cimate helped her oider brother’s severe hay faver. in 1918, Ihey were one O

+ ner o, she hos been an exdracedinary port of
1o Son franckco, ond
1o Redondo
f the

St Japanese fomiies 10 own on outomobile in Los Angales County. Gimi's younger sister, Tak. is 94 and S8l resides n

Redondo Beoch a3 wel

Kimi ottentied Redondo Beach elermeniony ichods ond graduated
from Reconco Union Hoh Schoot n 1931, Kimi s omarzed of the
changes ond growth sha hot witnessad in Recondo Beoch. She
canremembor when Redonds Beoch was presominantly o forming
community, She recals when the sto of Joflenon Bementory School
WS O pig form

N hat fwenties, $he DIoyad ON 0 womaen's semipro basebol leom.
Sho me! her histsand, Tomo 110, o Geologist and Stonford groduaie.
in her mid hwonfies while she wos 0 donlic assion!. They werp
mormied in 1942 ond soent thet haneymoon in Afiono ot the Poston

inlernment Coamp

12+ www redondo.org

During WWI, Krni ond
Tomo volunteared 1o O
ooy 10 the inlemment
comp whie the baracks weve being bull! 10 they couid weicome fomilles
ona help Mem gat setfied. She remambers this fime quite clearly, “The heat
was intense. 1 was in ihe hundreds duting the day and the Thirfies some
nights. | handed out 5ot loblets 10 keep the people trom dropping from
m;:ummimmwwmdmwbmakd
wy because ihey thought that Japanese people fked .
never eaten sordines ond hod no idea how 1o cook them™. i Bl

Mn. Bo worked 0s @ dendal assistant in the internment :
$15 0 month, Mwmomwdw .“.’”“.-.W
n the fro brigode ot Monzonae intermment Comn. locale:

the Siema Nevoda Mouniaing in W
feut doughter Ted was born in 1944 of Poston,




Once Mrs. B0 ond her family reluengd to Recondo Beoch, Kimi begon 10 volunhoer her Bme with vonous orgonaafions,
Thvough hee voluntesr expariences, ihe became pastions!e about working with ihe bind and Brolle. Eventucly ihawas
hired by the Los Angeles County Special Education Depanment 050 Seole Trarscriber and worked thete for 30 yeors.

One of her beloved students, Polrick Burke, & now the Coordincior of Dacbalies and Computer Programs Ceporiment
ot UCLA. M. 110 fought Patrick from kincergarten ihroughout high school. Whan otked chout his expedence with
s 1o, Patrick says. “She converied oll of my fexibooks to Solle by hond becouse in fhe 70's ong 80's there wore
few Biaile text books tha! covered odvanced clawses”, M. B0 yorscribed of sublechs ranging from Chemistry 10
Colcuius iInciuding mops. chorls, ond grophs. Potrick feels he owes much of his success 10 M. 1o,

When Kimi's abond was dognosed with Pardnson’s
Diseose. the siarfed o support group Mol s s5 going
sirong offer 27 yoors. They confinue 10 meel the
third Wednesday of every month from 1:30-300p.m
ot Beach Cities Heatth Digiric!

Kirni 180 has seen many changes in Redondo Beoch,
ond throughout het e she hos been a force for
good n het community.

Photos on opposite page: Top Right: Kimi foday
Middie Right: Kirni and sster in ther famiy's
first cor 3 BoNom Left: Kirri [Dattom right) hee
parents, brother ong usfer

Photos on this page: Top: The Fre Brigade af
Monzanar [Kery's fother, bock row, second 1o
tight) Boltom Right: Kirni and her former student
Patick Burke
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